
Abul Barkat
Sayeedul H. Khan
Shantanu Majumder
Muhammad Badiuzzaman
Nazme Sabina
Kawsher Ahamed
Md. Abdullah

Local Governance and Decentralization
in Bangladesh

Politics and Economics



Swiss Agency for Development 

and Cooperation SDC 

 
Local Governance and  

Decentralization 
in Bangladesh 
Politics and Economics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abul Barkat 

Sayeedul H. Khan 

Shantanu Majumder 

Muhammad Badiuzzaman 

Nazme Sabina 

Kawsher Ahamed 

Md. Abdullah 
  



A PATHAK SHAMABESH BOOK 

 

Local Governance and Decentralization in Bangladesh 
Politics and Economics 

 
First Published by Pathak Shamabesh, January 2015 

 
Copyright 2014© Abut Barkat, Sayeedul H.Khan, Nazme Sabina, Shantanu Majumder,  

Muhammad Badiuzzaman, Md.Abdullah, Kawsher Ahamed 

 
All rights reserved 

 
First Published in Bangladesh by 

 
Shahidul Islam Bizu 

PATHAK SHAMABESH 

27 (first floor) Aziz Market, Shahbag, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh 

Tel : 880-2-9662766, 9663523, E-mail : pathak@bol-online.com 

Website :  www.pathakshamabesh.com 
 

Cover Design: Abu Taleb, Sayed Ashrarul Haque Shopen, Faruq Hossain 

 
Layout Design and Type Set: Pathak Shamabesh Design Studio 

Printed and Bound in Bangladesh by Culture Press, Dhaka 

 
This book is sold with the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out, or 

otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it 

is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser. 
 

With support from 
 

 

The views expressed in the volume are those of the authors alone and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the organisation 

with which the authors are affiliated. 

 
ISBN: 978-984-8866-99-3 

 
For further information, please contact with the publisher or the principal author: 

Abul Barkat 
Professor 
Department of Economics 

University of Dhaka, Dhaka, Bangladesh 

Phone: 96611900-19 (Ext.4435), 9661516, 8116972, 58157621, 01756142315 

Fax: 880-2-58157620 

E-mail: info@hdrc-bd.com,  hdrc.bd@gmail.com 
 

Recommended citation: Barkat, Abul, Khan, S. H., Majumder, S., Badiuzzaman, M., Sabina, N., Ahamed, K. and Abdullah, Md 

(2015). Political Economy of Local Governance and Decentralization in Bangladesh: Politics and Economics. 
Dhaka: Pathak Shamabesh 

 

Outlet - 1:    PATHAK SHAMABESH, Gulshan, 204/B (2nd Floor) Tejgoan Link Road, Dhaka Tel: 88
.
02-9861003 

Outlet - 2:    PATHAK SHAMABESH, Shahbag, 17/A Aziz Market, G.F. Tel: 88-02-9662766, 9663523, 01713034440 
Outlet - 3:   PATHAK SHAMABESH, Shahbag, 17 Aziz Market, G.F. Tel: 88-02-8610644 

  

mailto:pathak@bol-online.com
http://www.pathakshamabesh.com/
mailto:E-mail:%20info@hdrc-bd.com,
mailto:hdrc.bd@gmail.com


 

 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND DECENTRALIZATION 
IN BANGLADESH 

Po l i t i cs  a n d  E c o n o m i c s  
 

 

This book is a comprehensive treatise providing substantive empirical 
evidences on local governance and decentralization in Bangladesh from 
perspective of politics and economics. In this book, we are concerned 
with local governance where 'meaningful authority' is devolved to local 
units of governance that are accessible and accountable to the local 
citizenry, who enjoy full political rights and liberty. This book provides 
critical analysis of political and economic demand and supply side issues 
of local governance and decentralization. Among those, the five key 
issues include (1) the issue of socio-economic class structure of local 
population, (2) the issue of construction of index variables - in the form of 
scores, (3) the issue of causal dimensions of performance, (4) the issue of 
decentralization and governance nexus,  and (5) the issue of people first. 
Based on indepth triangulated analysis of quantitative and qualitative 
nature, it is argued that local governance has the potential to 
democratize because of its greater capacity for responsiveness and 
representativeness. 
 

The conclusion arrived is that, in order to serve the people, especially 
those who are excluded - the  poor, marginalized, women, children, older 
people-and to accelerate the process of development with distributive 
justice - institutionalization of pro-poor, pro-equity, gender sensitive and 
participatory local governance and decentralization system should be 
treated as a necessary precondition. And, accordingly deployment of all 
innovative means and ways of production and reproduction of relevant 
knowledge and application of those knowledge for the people, especially 
for all the poor and marginalized section of the population is another 
precondition to ensure real human development. This book is a step 
towards that. 

 

 


