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Preface

PREFACE

Who are the marginalised? Which communities are at the margins of society?

The marginalised are a certain group of people who, for many historical, social
and political reasons, fall out of mainstream society and face perpetual
discrimination and exclusion. While many countries have been able to address
exclusion to some extent by enacting laws and policies, there still exists a vast
population in many societies who are denied the right to live lives of dignity
and well-being.

Marginalisation can occur due to physical conditions such as persons with
disabilities, due to their professions such as sex workers, cleaners, cobblers
etc., sexual orientation like transgender and LGBTQ or due to their class, caste
and ethnicity. Some of these are social constructs handed down over
generations rendering attempts to pull them out of their present situation futile.
The vast majority of them are denied basic services or protections as citizens.
Often the values of their tradition and culture, such as those of ethnic
minorities, are disregarded. The intergenerational effects of marginalisation are
catastrophic since the difficulties experienced by these groups are passed down
from one generation to the next, resulting in a never-ending cycle of poverty
and social exclusion.

The primary focus of Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) interventions is the
protection and promotion rights of these marginalised groups of people. In line
with its core principles of gender equality, respect for diversity and inclusion.
MIJF, along with partner organisations, has been working for the last 20 years
at various levels to ensure basic public services for these groups and
mainstream them in society so they can live lives of dignity and security. MJF’s
interventions are at two levels: support to partner NGOs for targeted
intervention and national-level advocacy for enacting laws and policies to end
discrimination against them. While targeted interventions produce desirable
outcomes in the near term, MJF believes lasting change occurs by ensuring
systematic changes through proactive advocacy and influencing activities at
the policy level. To this effect, MJF, along with other human rights
organisations, have been pushing for the Anti-Discrimination Act, which is on
the verge of enactment soon.
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MIJF’s experience has shown that effective policy influencing needs to be
backed by evidence and that too from the grass root to the national level. MJF
has therefore commissioned a number of studies and policy briefs, including a
study, "State of Marginalised in Bangladesh: Experience of Marginalisation,
Exclusion and Rights Violation", in 2016, which documented the situation of
16 marginalised communities. The study revealed the extreme condition of
marginalisation in which these communities exist, the innumerable challenges
they encounter, the immeasurable loss and suffering they endure, and the
generational burden of exclusion they carry. However, there was a critical need
for some quantitative scoring or index to prioritise the focus among
marginalised communities according to their diverse challenges. Moreover, the
COVID-19 pandemic, international geopolitical conflicts, and numerous socio-
economic concerns at the national and local levels have made the situation
more difficult for everyone, but especially for the marginalised people.

In light of this, MJF commissioned the Human Development Research Centre
(HDRC) to undertake the research with its established track record of expertise
and dedication in the field. From the HDRC, Professor Dr Abul Barkat
consented to work with MJF to conduct this critical investigation.

The findings of the study about the country's marginalised groups are both
informative and alarming. It pinpoints the staggering levels of inequality faced
by these groups in Bangladesh. It also sheds light on the various forms of
discrimination and violence these communities face, which range from denial
of fundamental rights to inability to access basic services. The study provides
a window into the multidimensional nature of marginalisation through a
detailed analysis of data and information gathered from the members of
marginalised communities. It also gives a comprehensive understanding of the
nature and extent of marginalisation. We believe that this information is
essential for developing effective policies and programmes to address these
groups' sufferings.

Most importantly, the study has developed a unique Marginalisation Index to
measure the extent of marginalisation by assigning an index value to different
clusters of marginalised groups. In so doing, the study provides a clear and
measurable way to identify areas where intervention and support are needed
most. This is particularly important where many marginalised groups do not
have a strong presence or representation in so-called "mainstream society". The
Marginalisation Index for Bangladesh will be a valuable baseline for
understanding and quantifying the extent of marginalisation.



Preface

The research team behind this study should be commended for their committed
efforts. Assessing the current state of the marginalised communities in
Bangladesh and developing a comprehensive Marginalisation Index required
a deep understanding of the complexities of marginalisation. Aside from that,
I appreciate how quickly and effectively the team prepared a book manuscript
based on the study's findings. The team's ability to successfully navigate these
challenges and produce a valuable and informative tool is a testament to their
commitment. [ also thank the MuktoBuddhi Publishers for publishing the book
within the deadline while maintaining high standards.

Sincere appreciation goes out to all of my colleagues at MJF, without whose
unrelenting dedication, MJF would not have gained the reputation it has today.
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collaboration and effort from multiple stakeholders. On this occasion, I would
like to declare that MJF will always stand beside the most vulnerable and
marginalised people, firmly committing ourselves to the overall SDG of
"Leave No One Behind."

Shaheen Anam
Executive Director, Manusher Jonno Foundation

16 February 2023
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